DISEASE   AND   MUSIC

with the disease. The chief significance of Kircher's book lies in
the fact that he collected the music played in the treatment of
tarantism and published it so that it has come down to us.

Although individual cases of the disease seem to have occurred
in other sections of Italy and in Spain, it was otherwise localized
in Apulia, a very hot region in the heel of the Italian boot. Baglivi
describes it in the following words: "The above-mentioned Apulia
lies eastward and stands exposed to the eastern and northerly
winds. In summer its showers are very infrequent, and in a word,
Apulia is exposed to the scorching beams of the sun, by virtue
both of the dryness of the soil, and of its vicinity to the east; and
the inhabitants breathe in an air that feels as if it came from a
burning oven. . . . This temperament of the climate is matched
by that of the inhabitants; for generally speaking they are of a hot,
scorched constitution, with black hair and a brownish or palish
skin, meagre, impatient, peevish, watchful, very quick in their way
of apprehension, nimble in reasoning and extremely active. They
are very subject to ardent fevers, frenzies, pleurisies, madness and
other inflammatory diseases. Nay, the heat is so excessive in that
country, that I have seen several of the inhabitants urged by it to
the last degree of impatience and madness."16 Baglivi emphasizes
in another passage 17 "that there is a greater frequency of melan-
cholic and mad people in Apulia than in any other country of
Italy ... A further confirmation may be taken from the great
frequency of mad dogs, whose madness is justly attributed to the
scorching heat of the air. But such is the Divine Bounty that those
who are bitten by mad dogs are speedily cured by repairing to
the Tomb of St. Viti, about 40 miles from Lecce, where the in-
tercession of the Saint procures them a favourable return from
the Almighty."

The coast line was colonized by the Greeks and was part of
Magna Graecia. Inland the popuktion developed very slowly and
remained primitive to this very day; Apulian peasants can still be
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